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shall excommunicate them till they repent. Con-
cerning the jurisdiction which the archbishops of
Canterbury had held, as well over bishops as over
monasteries, of which they had been unjustly
deprived, the Pope had made full inquiry, and now-
placed all ordinations and confirmations on their
ancient footing-, and restored them to him entire.
Thus did Pope Leo III condemn the injustice of
Pope Hadrian I. "We had better have managed
our own affairs, instead of paying1 to foreigners
infinite sums of money to mismanage them.

Before we leave this strange episode of the
creation of an archbishopric of Lichfield, it is of
special local interest to us in Bristol, and to the
deanery of Stapleton, that the chief Mercian pre-
late^ Higbert of Lichfield, signed deeds relating-
to TTestbury upon Trym and Aust on Severn,
above the archbishop of Canterbury. This was
in 794. Offia the king signed first, Ecgf erth, the
king^s young son, second, and then Hygeberht;
Ethelhard of Canterbury coming fifth in one and
fourth in the other. The first deed gave from
the king to his officer Ethelmund, in 794, four
oassates of land at the place called Westbury, in
the province of the Huiccians, near the river called
Avon, free of all public charges except the three
which were common to all, namely, for the king's
military expeditions, for the building of bridges,
ancffor the fortification of strongholds.1 The other

1 Haddan and Strabbs, Councils, iii. 483. The names stand
as fol-o^s: <{ -f-Ego Offa Rex Dei dono propriam donationis
liberfatem signo sanctse crucis confirmo. -f-Ego Eegferth,
filia^ Regis, consensi. -f-Sigmnn Hygeberhti Archlepiscopl.
Ceolulfi Eplseopi. 4-Signtun JEthelheardi Arcni-
Followed by eight bishops and three abbats.